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EARLY DAYS IN  POPLAR

ON a certain day in the early 'nineties George
Lansbury took his coat off the nail, rolled down his
shirt-sleeves, and left his job of veneer dryer in his
father-in-law's timber yard to cross the road and
take his place on a relief committee of the Poplar
Board of Guardians. He had been elected Guardian
of the Poor for the west ward of Bow and Bromley
with Lena Wilson, another member of the Social
Democratic Federation, and the two of them joined
Will Crooks and one or two others on the Board to
form a party in which the steady Liberal-Labourism
of Crooks was counterbalanced by the revolutionary
ardour of the Social Democrats. This was father's
first experience as an elected person. He sat side
by side with local employers of labour, grand ladies
of the Charity Organization Society, local tradesmen
and others who together form the local political life
of the average London borough. His first action
was downright and characteristic; he was asked to
take tea with the chairman of the committee, quite
an innocent and simple little affair no doubt.

Unfortunately for the old stagers on the committee
the new member asked who was to pay for the tea,
and on being told that he would be the guest of the
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